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3) Ontario County acknowledges that the implementation of this Plan is only a small 
part to the solid waste management solution; however, through existing county 
entities, such as the Industrial Development Agency and the Department of 
Economic Development, Ontario County is in a position to bring together 
businesses, organizations and other entities to form environmentally sound 
practices that promote waste reduction and reuse.  Several county supported 
projects have already been successful, which are discussed in further detail 
below. 

 
a) Tomra Recycling - Ontario County Industrial Development Authority (IDA) 

assisted in the attraction of this 40,000 sq. ft. collection, processing and 
recycling operation to Farmington.  This operation processes thousands of 
tons of glass and aluminum beverage containers each year.  Ontario County is 
currently working with them to establish a rail spur off the Ontario Central main 
line. The utilization of rail to move product to various customers in the east 
(beverage companies like Owens Illinois that will take the recycled material 
and make it into containers again) will help to cut down on truck traffic 
through Ontario County.  
 

b) Finger Lake RR (FLRR) - Ontario County IDA owns the railroad right of 
ways throughout Ontario County and is a major advocate for rail use by our 
manufacturers and distributors. Our operator, Finger Lakes RR, provides daily 
service to manufacturers throughout the county. In the absence of this 
service, we would see a huge increase in truck traffic throughout the county. 
It is doubtful that several of our large rail users would even survive here 
without the rail service. In general, one RR hopper car can carry 4 times that of 
a regular truck trailer. 

 
c) Eagle Mountain - Based in Bristol, Eagle Mountain provides technical and 

engineering services targeted towards energy conservation and alternative 
energy use. They are experts in geo-thermal energy.  Eagle Mountain was 
assisted in their recent expansion by both the Ontario County IDA and 
Ontario Economic Development. 

 
d) Zotos International - One of our largest manufacturers and the single largest 

manufacturer of hair care products in the US.  The Geneva based Zotos is 
striving to become the standard for "green" sustainable production of hair 
care products in the world.  Ontario County IDA has assisted Zotos many 
times over the years.  Our last major assistance was to help induce the 
company to move towards alternative energy.  That resulted in the 
construction of twin 1650kw wind turbines that eventually will provide much 
of their electric energy. 
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�x C&D Debris Recycling 
�x Product Reuse 
�x Unique Wastes 
�x Support Public Outreach and Education 
�x Support Agricultural Plastics Research 
�x Support Pay-As-You-Throw Programs 
�x Amend County Solid Waste Management and Recycling Local Law
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CHAPTER 1 - Introduction 
 
I. PURPOSE OF ONTARIO COUNTY SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 

The purpose of the Ontario County Solid Waste Management Plan is to provide 
the Ontario County constituency with a comprehensive, integrated program for 
managing solid waste, which is consistent with the New York State Hierarchy for Solid 
Waste Management, in an economically sound and environmentally safe manner. 
 

The residents, businesses, and institutions in Ontario County currently produce 
hundreds of tons of solid waste every day.  The question about what to do with this 
waste, now and in the future, creates the need for a plan such as this one.   
 

The purpose of the Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP) is to: 1) serve as a 
countywide framework for the coordination of solid waste management; 2) establish 
countywide solid waste goals and objectives, including an overall waste reduction goal 
and a plan to monitor progress toward the goals; and 3) satisfy state law requiring the 
development of a waste reduction plan for the County.   
 

This SWMP provides Ontario County with policy and program direction for the 
next decade.  This SWMP also recognizes that local municipalities, the New York State 
Department of Environmental Conservation (NYSDEC), private waste haulers, and 
private facility owners all play important roles in the current and future management of 
solid waste and recycling within Ontario County.   
 

A. Scope of the Plan 
 

This SWMP addresses municipal solid waste (MSW), non-hazardous 
industrial waste, construction and demolition debris (C&D), and municipal 
sewage treatment plant sludge.  It does not address hazardous waste from large-
quantity generators or special industrial wastes. 

 
The Planning Unit addressed by this Plan is Ontario County, including its 

cities, towns, villages, residents, businesses, and operations therein.  This Plan 
also includes programs and facilities that in some cases are located outside of 
the Ontario County boundaries, which may impact activities inside the County.  
All of the programs, services, and facilities related to solid waste management 
and disposal are addressed by this Plan, including waste reduction, transfer, 
disposal, and collection. 
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II. NEW YORK STATE REGULATORY FRAMEWORK 
 

A. New York State Solid Waste Management Policy 
 

The Solid Waste Management Act of 1988 established a State Solid 
Waste Management Policy. The policy defines the following solid waste 
management priorities in New York State (see Chart 1-1): 

 

�ƒ first, to reduce the amount of solid waste generated; 

�ƒ second, to reuse material for the purpose for which it was originally 
intended or to recycle material that cannot be reused; 

�ƒ third, to recover, in an environmentally acceptable manner, energy from 
solid waste that cannot be economically and technically reused or 
recycled; and 

�ƒ fourth, to dispose of solid waste that is not being reused, recycled or from 
which energy is not being recovered, by land burial or other methods 
approved by the department. (from New York State Environmental 
Conservation Law (ECL) 27-0106.1).  

 

CHART 1- 1:  NEW YORK STATE HIERARCHY FOR WASTE MANAGEMENT 

 

Source:  NYSDEC 

In accordance with the New York State Department of Environmental 
Conservation (NYSDEC), this SWMP considers and addresses all components 
of the solid waste hierarchy.  The solid waste management hierarchy ranks 
methods of handling solid waste from most preferred methods of source 
reduction, reuse, and recycling, in that order, to least preferred methods of 
resource recovery, incineration and landfilling. 
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