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MINUTES – May 13, 2016 
The meeting, held at Canandaigua Yacht Club, 3524 County Road 16, Canandaigua, NY, hosted by Ontario County, was 

called to order by Association President Robert Green (Ontario) at 10:00 a.m.  P. Yendell (Livingston) led the Association in 
the Pledge of Allegiance, and A. Jackson (Chemung) provided the invocation.  

 
Roll call of counties 

 The following 13 counties answered roll call: 
Allegany (3), Cattaraugus (4), Cayuga (1/1), Chautauqua (1), Chemung (5/1), Genesee (1), Livingston (2+1), 
Monroe (2,) Ontario (3+2), Orleans (2), Steuben (3), Wayne (2), and Yates (1).   30 members, 7 guests in attendance.  
 

Welcome from Host County  
Ontario County Board Chair Jack Marren welcomed everyone to the Ontario County.  He introduced Mr. Brian Young, 

newly appointed Deputy County Administrator who is present today. 
Mr. Marren reported he, along with Director David Zorn, is visiting Genesee Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council 

member counties this spring.  It is great to learn what each county presents for ‘marketing’; parks, lakes, natural resources, as 
well as identifying shovel-ready areas.  In speaking with various Chambers of Commerce he further identified two other 
relative assets; those that are manmade, and those that are natural.  He closed by saying thanks for attending today. 

 

P. Helming (Ontario) serves as the Supervisor for the Town of Canandaigua where the Yacht Club is located.  She 
thanked all those who contributed to today’s event and encouraged everyone to visit Onanda Park, just down the road. 
 

Approval of Minutes 
J. Pastrick (Chemung), made the motion, seconded by R. Lemon (Chautauqua), to accept the minutes of the April 15, 

2016, as written; motion carried.  
 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report 
H. Lando (Steuben), made the motion, seconded by P. Helming (Ontario), to accept the Treasurer’s report dated April 

20, 2016; motion carried. 
 

 - + Net 
Treasury Balance ending March 31, 2016   $6,501.96 
“Cash Box” as of  April 30, 2016  $30.00  
Check Book Balance as of April 30, 2016  $6,201.96  
Receipts:    
April Meeting Registrations           Wyoming County (2 registrations outstanding)  $800.00  
Disbursements:    
Ck#1157 – Kristi Streamer – Amber Latern $820.00   
Ck#1158 – Partyman Catering & Rental – deposit for August Mtg @ Livingston $250.00   
Treasury Balance ending April 30, 2016   $6,231.96 

 

℅ Ontario County Board of Supervisors, 20 Ontario Street, Canandaigua, NY 14424 
Phone (585) 396-4447 

Email:  karen.demay@co.ontario.ny.us or brenda@co.steuben.ny.us  

Robert A. Green, Jr., President – Ontario County 
Peter Yendell, 1st Vice President – Livingston County 
Shelley Stein, 2nd Vice President – Genesee County 
Karen R. DeMay, Secretary – Ontario County 
Brenda K. Mori, Treasurer – Steuben County 

RESOLUTION COMMITTEE: 
Donna Vickman, Cattaraugus County 

John Pastrick, Chemung County 
David Callard, Orleans County 

Representing the Counties of Allegany, Cattaraugus, Cayuga, Chautauqua, Chemung, Erie, Genesee,  
Livingston, Monroe, Niagara, Ontario, Orleans, Schuyler, Seneca, Steuben, Tompkins, Wayne, Wyoming, and Yates 



 

2 
 

NYSAC Update 
 Mark LaVigne, NYSAC Deputy Director, distributed state budget impact summaries focused on information relating 
to individual counties.  He spoke on current information regarding: 

o Highlights of the Budget Impact Summaries. 
o Recognize and thank senate for political statement regarding no new mandates (S3144).   They 

understand that the decisions in the state capital have a direct impact on property taxes. 
o The increase in the D.A. salaries in not huge, but it represents a mandate imposed on local governments 

without reimbursement.  NYSAC is working with senate and assembly to pass a bill to reimburse 
counties for the increase.  Historically the DA salary has been linked with the judges, requiring them to 
be equal. 

o Mark LaVigne agreed that it is hard to educate our citizens when things get clouded with rhetoric from 
Albany.  He encouraged continuing with resolutions, press releases, education campaign, continual 
communication with senate and assembly. 

 
Mr. Green (Ontario) mentioned that the D.A. salary increase represents a 20% increase in their salaries, but at the 

same time the counties are being held to a lower percentage, less than 1% tax cap, at the county and town levels.  Everyone is 
frustrated with so little ways to express ourselves. 
 

o There are new regulations on eligibility with indigent defense services and those seeking defense.  This 
will increase the number of people eligible placing further burden on our counties.  Caseloads could 
double.  NYSAC has sent a letter to Albany asking for minimum of delay, moving the date from October 
2016 to April 2017.  Related Bills are S6341-A and A6202-C. 

o There are only 27 days as of this meeting in the legislative calendar. 
o Bill No. A10178 relates to a public safety communications surcharges on prepaid wireless 

telecommunications services and to wireless surcharges in certain counties. This bill would reduce the 
surcharge of $1.20 per month on 9-1-1 Public Safety on contracted cell phones and apply a lower 
$1.00 per month surcharge on all devices capable of connecting to 9-1-1 as well as giving all counties 
the authority to apply a local surcharge dedicated solely to 9-1-1 emergency communication centers.  
Under current law, the State imposes a $1.20 Public Safety Surcharge on all contracted wireless cell 
phones in order to fund 9-1-1 operations.  Counties are burdened with necessary upgrades to 911 
systems and face the challenge of meeting current communications needs while positioning 
themselves to be ready for future investments and demands.  NYSAC continues to advocate for a 
greater county share of the funding collected for 911. 

o Cell towers.  Crown Castle is a company that can partner with counties to become landlords creating 
lease/license agreements for unused space on towers.  Crown Castle will be at finance school next 
week and available to meet with counties to present this concept. 

 
Mr. Hebert (Monroe) asked NYSAC to continue to supply information and data that our counties can bring to residents.  

He suggested executive summary type information on issues, brief and succinct.  
 
Mark LaVigne ended by noting five affiliate organizations are holding their annual conferences this upcoming week.   

 

Association of Clerks of County Legislative Boards 
County Attorneys’ Association of the State of New York, Inc. 
New York State Association for Solid Waste Management 
50th Annual County Finance School 
NYS 911 Coordinators 

 

Old Business: 
M Morris (Yates) spoke about revisiting benchmarking with other states.  (Inter County Resolution No. 20-2015, adopted 

June 19, 2015, entitled, “Resolution in Support of Establishing Statewide Benchmarks for Measuring the Efficiency of 
State and Local Governmental Functions”).  Secretary DeMay will check with last year’s secretary, Deb Liseno. 

** After checking with Deb Liseno, there has been no communication back from the Comptroller’s 
Office since this resolution was delivered to them. 
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New Business: M. Morris (Yates) sees our association as a powerful group, a voice for western rural counties that 
sometimes have no influence.  Our group should be proactive and advocate for these counties. 

 
Resolutions: 
FINAL 

NUMBER 
PRESENTING 

COUNTY 
RESOLUTION TITLE ACTION TAKEN 

33 Allegany Resolution to Support Funding for Farmland Preservation 
and Agricultural Local Assistance Programs  

Motion to adopt made 
by K. LaForge 
(Allegany), seconded by 
C. Ferratella (Steuben). 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

34 Allegany Resolution Supporting An End To Executive 
Administrative Cuts, An Increase In The Base Grant, Per 
Capita Rate, And State Aid Formula That Constitute 
Article 6 State Aid Reimbursement For Mandated General 
Public Health Work Undertaken By Local Health 
Departments As Population Health Partners Of New York 
State  

Motion to adopt made 
by K. LaForge 
(Allegany), seconded by 
H. Lando (Steuben). 
motion carried unanimously. 
 

35 Allegany 
Chautauqua 
Yates 

Resolution Calling on the State of New York to Fully 
Reimburse Counties for District Attorney Salary Increases 
Set by the State. 
 

Motion to adopt made by 
M. Morris (Yates), 
seconded by P. Helming 
(Ontario). 
motion carried unanimously. 

 
M. Morris (Yates) hand-carried to the meeting Yates County Resolution No. 205-16, entitled, “Amend Res. No. 178-16, 

Adopt 2016 Non-Union Salary Schedule”.  Yates County resolves: ‘that effective April 1, 2016, the Yates County District 
Attorney’s salary be increased from $152,000 to $183,400 upon being advised that New York State will reimburse 
Yates County for the DA Salary increase…………….’.  Yates County has decided to go one step further than simply 
protesting the unfunded mandate of increased salary for the District Attorney.  Other counties expressed frustration and some 
have considered the same.  Mr. Morris realizes this is a late file document for this association’s consideration and is not 
requesting action today.  R. Green (Ontario) stated Ontario County was crushed by the Appellate Division in 1982 in Harvey 
v. Finnick.  Ontario had to pay all back-pay on that decision. 
 

Presentation/Program: 
P. Helming (Ontario) introduced Mr. Kevin Olvany, the Canandaigua Lake Watershed Manager.  Mr. Olvany presented 

and informative slide show on protecting our water.  He reported that over 70,000 people rely on Canandaigua Lake for 
drinking water.  He reviewed the watershed plan which covers protection, restoration of critical areas such as wetlands, 
shorelines, floodplains, and stormwater runoff to mention a few.  As part of his presentation he offered information on blue-
green algae.  Certain blue-green algal species have strains capable of producing toxins, posing a risk to humans, pets, and 
wildlife.   (For more information; please check out this link:  www.canandaigualake.org ). 

 The Association thanked Mr. Olvany for his presentation. 
 

Adjournment: On motion of M. Didio (Cayuga), seconded by J. Pastrick (Chemung), the meeting was adjourned at 
12:10 PM; motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

__________________________________  
             Karen R. DeMay, Secretary  
       Inter County Association of Western New York  
 

** Follow-up information 
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